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CONVERSE CONTINUES CONTRIBUTION TO ATLANTA COMMUNITY BY 
UNVEILING BASKETBALL COURT AT HISTORIC PIEDMONT PARK 

 
Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, Atlanta City Council President Ceasar Mitchell and NBA 
legend Julius "Dr. J" Erving dedicate basketball courts to Converse Open Gym youth 
and members of the Atlanta community. 
 

ATLANTA (April 21, 2011) - Today, CONVERSE Inc. unveils two new basketball 
courts at Piedmont Park in midtown Atlanta, Georgia, along with Atlanta Mayor Kasim 
Reed, Atlanta City Council President Ceasar Mitchell and NBA legend Julius "Dr. J" 
Erving.  The Converse basketball court donation, consisting of one full court and one 
half court, is part of Converse's commitment to fostering community involvement 
through basketball in the city of Atlanta. 
 
Marked with the iconic Converse Star Chevron logo, the basketball courts will provide 
youth with the opportunity to play basketball in an area that has not had courts before. 
Before the court presentation, Converse will hold its Open Gym session with Atlanta 
youth. Converse Open Gym, founded in 2007, provides an opportunity for kids to play 
basketball in a free, safe and unrestricted environment in major metropolitan markets 
including Atlanta, Chicago, Philadelphia, Miami and Boston.  Over 50,000 kids have 
been touched by this program nationally, 17,000 of which come from the city of Atlanta.  

"Converse is thrilled to celebrate basketball and the donation of these courts with 
Piedmont Park Conservancy, as they continue to implement their Master Plan to 
enhance the park for future generations," said Geoff Cottrill, Chief Marketing Officer of 
Converse.  "We have enjoyed working with the City of Atlanta over the past few years to 
help inspire children through the game of basketball, and are happy that basketball is 
now a part of this beautiful, historic park. 

Since 2008, Converse has led and sponsored an array of community-based programs 
in the Metro-Atlanta area including, several Converse Open Gyms, and title sponsorship 
of The Health Education & Communication Center of Atlanta's (HECCA) 
HOOPATLANTA Bounce Back program.  The Bounce Back program is a multi-tiered 
community program where Converse has donated over 5,000 basketballs to Atlanta's 
Parks and Recreation Department, Atlanta Public Schools, Gwinnett County Public 
Schools and Dekalb County Schools and supports scholarship programs in the Dekalb 
County School System and Gwinnett County Public School System. 
"Physical activity and sports participation help foster the social skills that our youth 
need, so we are excited about the new basketball courts at Piedmont Park and the  
fitness pilot programs Converse will begin to lead soon at our Centers of Hope," said 
Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed. "Converse was one of the first corporate supporters of the  
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Centers of Hope campaign, and their contribution is one of the reasons why we were 
able to secure a portion of the funds needed to reopen our recreation centers." 
This court donation is a result of a partnership with Piedmont Park Conservancy, The 
City of Atlanta's Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs, and The Health 
Education & Communication Center of Atlanta (HECCA).  
In addition to the Piedmont Park basketball courts' unveiling, Converse is the title 
sponsor of the HOOPATLANTA Classic, Georgia's largest 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament.  The tournament takes place April 23rd at the Georgia World Congress 
Center and fuses physical activity, the best in creative basketball match-ups and 
entertainment to create a unique experience for all. 
  
About Converse  
Converse Inc., based in N. Andover, Massachusetts, is a wholly owned subsidiary of NIKE, Inc. 
Established in 1908, the Converse brand has built a reputation as “America’s Original Sports 
Company”™ and has been associated with a rich heritage of legendary shoes such as the 
Chuck Taylor All Star shoe, the Jack Purcell shoe and the One Star shoe. Today, Converse 
offers a diverse portfolio including premium lifestyle men's and women's footwear and apparel. 
Converse product is sold globally by retailers in over 160 countries and through 51 company-
owned retail locations in the U.S. For more information, visit Converse on the web at 
www.converse.com.  

 
About Piedmont Park Conservancy 
Piedmont Park Conservancy is a member and donor funded nonprofit working in partnership 
with the City of Atlanta to maintain and enhance historic Piedmont Park. Founded in 1989, the 
Conservancy has raised and invested more than $60 million in private funds for Park 
improvements and today manages over 90% of the overall maintenance and security of 
Piedmont Park. Newly opened Park amenities include Legacy Fountain and the Promenade, the 
wetlands, a re-naturalized Clear Creek, 3 acres of hardwood forest, basketball courts, bocce 
courts, the new aquatic center, the Greystone event facility, an expanded dog park and new 
lawns. www.piedmontpark.org. 
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